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INTRODUCTION.

Ir is the purpose of this little work to act as a gunide to
Strangers visiting the Ancient City of Annapolis, on either
business or pleasure. When it is remembered that this is
the Metropolis of the State of Maryland—associated with
whose history so many reminiscences of the past are centered
and cherished, as it is, from its identity with the nameof
the immortal WasninaToN and his Compatriots,—who can
question the utility of such an enterprise ?

Independent of giving a condensed outline of the early
history of Annapolis, it is the intention of this little manual
to act as a pleasant companion to the stranger—to conduct
him through the various departments of the memorable old
State House, and other buildings connected with the gov-
ernment, and introduce him to such mementoes of antiquity
for which this time-honored Metropolis is so justly distin-

guished. A ,
As the stranger is frequen‘tljl.?y a é;m &hv what objects
of interest to visit, it has been thought desirable, in order to

render this little work as complete as possible, to take a pass-
ing notice of the Government House, Naval Academy, St.
John's College, &e., &e.

In the compilation of this little directory, the author has
consulted a work on antiquity, which wunfortunately, has
nearly become obsolete, and to which he is indebted for many
items of information.



The great and inereasing demand for this little Companion
to Strangers and others, has induced the author to renew
and enlarge it; and present to the public a third edition.



ANNAPOLIS,

The Capital of Maryland, received its name in 1708, in honor
of Queen Ann, the then reigning monarch of England, As a
testimony of its advancement, it could boast in 1745, the ear-
liest and long the only newspaper printed in the colony. The
first number of the “Maryland Gazette,”” for that was its name,
was issued on the 27th of January, 1745, by Jonas Green, who
had been appointed printer to the provinee in 1740. This an-
cient paper continued to be published by the descendants of its
founder until 1839, in which year it was at length discontinued.

A printing press, however, had been entablisﬁ:ed in the colony
as early as 1726, for the pnrpose of printing the laws and pub-
lic documents, which, prior to that date, had been done at
Philadelphia by William Bradford.* The wealth of Annapolis
is still evidenced by many of its venerable dwellings, bearing
the mark of age upon them, yet displaying in their elaborate dec-
orations the taste and resources of their original owners. She
wag in truth, at one period “The Athens of America.”t It is
situated on the south branch of the river Severn, thirty miles
gouth of Baltimore, and forty miles east north-east from Wash-
{)ggeftf, in latitude 38° 587 north, longitude, Washington City,

Its population is about five thousand. It stands on a penin-
sula formed by Acton’s Creek on the South and Covey’s Creek
on the north ; the heads of these two creeks being within half a
mile of each other, Its greatest length is little more than a
mile, and in breadth something more than half a mile. Itcovers
an area of about an hundred and forty-three acres. The siteof
the city iz one of great beauty, commanding an extensive view
of the Chesapeake and the surrounding country, which exhibits
a great diversity of landscape and pictllresf}ue scenery.

The appellation of the “Beautiful Cify” has often been ap-
I)_lied to her, especially when clothed in nature’s brighest
ivery.

Agnnpulis is the natal place of some of the most distinguished
men America can boast of, and has the honor of being the native

*Holmes’ Annals, vol. 1, p 539,
tAnnals; McMahon,




place of five of the most beautiful and accomplished peeresses
of our mother country.

This city is admirably adapted as a location for a Naval
Depot, an institution which has long been desired by all classes
of our citizens. Its central position, between the north and the
south; its proximity to the seat of our National Government;
its fine and commodious harbor, which gives it great commereial
advantage—all combine to recommend it to the General Gov-
ernment as decidedly the best location in the Union for the site
of such an institution. There is water, bold and extensive
enough for all desirable purposes ; and only seven miles from
the mouth of the Severn, is the Round Bay, a beautiful sheet
of water, which of itself presents a commodious and secure
harbor for ships of war, and in every respect is an eligible lo-
cation fora Naval Depot.

The Public buildings are the State House, the Treasury De-
artment, the Government ITouse, Court House, City Hall,
Jity Hotel, Ball Room, Farmers’ Bank of Maryland, Saint

John’s College, Naval Academy, &e. &e.

The State House.

Nothing less than a visit to the “Ancient Metropolis” could
convey to the minds of strangers any coneeption of this most
attractive huilding, It is situated on a beautiful elevgtigh in the
centre of the city. It has elicited alike the admiral of the
citizen, the sojourner, and the stranger, for the beauty and
magnificence of its strueture, and symmetry of its proportions,
It has recently, under an appropriation of the General Assem-
bly, been greatly improved internally, besides being lighted
throughout with gaw, and heated by steam.

The main building is of brick, and the superstructure which
surmounts it is of wood.

The height from the base to the top of the spire, is two hun-
dred feet, Trom the platform of the dome, which is one hun-
dred and thirty-five feet high, the spectator has one of the most
delightful panoramic views to be found within the United States,
It commands a view of nature in all the beauty of poetic scene-
ry—the Ancient City—#its environs—the adjacent country—the
noble Chesapeake, and the Eastern Shore heyond it, for an ex-
tent of thirty miles around, breaks upon the view of the delight-
ed eye.
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The hill on which stands this noble edifice is enclosed by a
neat and substantial granite wall, surmounted by a handsome
iron railing, which is entered by three gates, one situated in
front of the building, the second to the south-west, and the
third to the north-east of the cirele.

The main entrance to the building is through a portico of
but modest pretensions, and opens into a spacious and most
attractive hall, in which is had a view of the interior of the
dome, the stucco work of which was made from material
brought from Saint Mary’s County.

On the right hand of the hall is the Senate Chamber. This
room is judiciously and tastefully fitted up for the use of the
Senators of our State. It is 34 feet by 40; it has a lobby and
gallery for the accommodation of visitors. Persons of distine-
tion are often invited within the bar of the Senate, where seats
are Ejruvidml for them. Portraits at full length of the distin-
guished Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Samuel Chase, William
Paca and Thomas Stone ornament the walls. These gentlemen
were the four signers of the Declaration of Independence on
the part of Maryland ; and were at that period all citizens of
Annapolis, each of them in his day, filled various posts of honor

- and responsibility, and shared largely the confidence and esteem
of his fellow-citizens. The first named gentleman was the last
survivor of that illustrious band of patriots who signed the De-
claration of American Independence.

There is also in this room a portrait of the “Ilero of the Cow-
pens,” the virtuous and excellent John Eager Howard, who
has, with the rest of his compatriots, gone to the land of his
fathers, there to reap the reward of an honorable and well
spent life. In 1788, 780 and *90, Mr. Howard was Governor of
Maryland. The first and last named portraits were painted by
Mr. Sully, the others by Mr. Bordley—both native artists.

There is likewise in this room a magnificent picture of
“ Washington resigning his Commission,” which has recently
been completed under resolution of the General Assembly of
Maryland. 1t was painted by Edwin White of New York.

This room is still more memorable as heing the spot upon
which was consummated the greatest act in the life of the great-

- est man of any age. It was here that Washington—the father

of his country—after having rescued the American people from
foreign dominion and usurpation, nobly laid down his authority
on the altar of liberty—resigning his commission into the hands
of Congress. And in this room, too, was ratified, by the same

A
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Congress, the treaty of peace with Great Britain of 1783, re-
cognizing our Independence. (In this connection it will not be
amiss to advert to the following historical facts.)

General Washington, having notified the several States of
his intention to resign his commission and retirve to private life,
hastened to Annapolis, where he arrived on the }.Tth of De-
cember, to consummate hig purpose. He was met a few miles
from the city, by Generals Gates and Smallwood, with the
most distinguished citizens of Maryland, and escorted to the
apartments prepared for his reception. His arrival was an-
nounced by salvos of artillery. Ile was greeted with an en-
thusiasm worthy of the venerable cit}r, the seat of old colonial
politeness, learning and splendor.  The members of Congress
honored him with a public dinner; at night the State House
was illuminated, and a ball—the favorite amusement of Anna-
polis—given by the members of the Assembly, and attended by
the beauty and fashion of the city and the State, and the most
distinguished men of the confederacy. Addresses were pre-
sented to him by the legislature and the city authorities, to
which he replied in his usual dignified and happy manner.
Every one vied in doing him honor. All the preliminaries
having heen arranged, on the 23d day of December, 1783, in the
presence of hoth Iouses of the State Legislature, the Governor
and Council, many military officers and a crowd of anxious
spectators, the great chief entered this room (the Senate Cham-
ber), where Congress was in session, and advanced towards the
Speaker’s chair.  After a decorvus silence of a few minutes,
he addressed the President and Members of Congress, in a
calm yet feeling and eloquent manner.  When he had conclud-
ed, he delivered into the hands of the President that great com-
mission, under which he had achieved the liberty and indepen-
dence of America, recommending his companions in arms to
the gratitude of his country, and his country to the care and
%uid:mce of the Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth. The

'resident, on receiving the commission, testified to him, on be-
half of Congress and the people of the United States, their gra-
titude for his long, glorions and persevering fidelity to his
country, pledged to him, as the highest and noblest of earthly
rewards, the love and veneration of present and future genera-
tions; and invoked the blessings of heaven upon his head. Then
ealmly, as if he had not just resigned the highest place in his
country’s gift, and broken the sword of his own power for its
lasting good, unmoved by the weeping eyes and sorrowful
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countenances that mourned his adien—the great man, now
truly greatest in heroism, retired from that hall, which had thus
been consecrated for ever by this noble scene ; and without one
regret, he betook himself to the domestie seclusion of Mount
Vernon.*

In the Senate Committee Room, adjoining the Senate Cham-
ber, is a portrait of the elder Pitt, the friend of America. In
this picture Lord Chatham is represented at full length, with
decorations of emblematic figures, expressive of his noble prin-
ciples. It was painted by Charles Wilson Peale (who was a
native of Annapolis) while in England, and presented hy him
in the year 1794, to his native State.

On the left of the hall, immediately opposite to the Senate
Chamber, is the Chamber of the 1louse of Delegates. It was
formerly of the same dimensions of the Senate Chamber, but
has recently been considerably enlarged and neatly fitted up.
It has an extensive lobby for the accommodation of gpectators,
but no gallery as heretofore.

Immcdiute{y in front of the hall of entrance, the Library is
situated, and above the door is the “coat of arms” of the State.
This apartment has also been recently remodelled and consid-
erably enlarged, and will be the most brilliantly and elaborate-
ly ornamented apartment in the eapitol. The shalving, aleoves,
railings, &e., are of the best style of workmanship, richly
painted dnd gilded ; and the Library has three galleries, rising
one above the other, and all stored with intellectual treasures.
The Library is open daily (except Sundays) during the sessions
of the Legislature and Court uF Appeals, from nine o’clock A.
M., till nine o’cloek, P. M. Members of the Legislature and
high functionaries of the government alone enjoy the privilege
of taking books from the Library: but the members of the
Legislature are in the habit of giving written authorities to
their friends to take out books in their names. The Library
looks out upon the western, northern and southern collonades,
from which there is a magnificent scenery. It is calculated to
contain at least forty thousand volumes, It has, under the
fostering care of the Legislature, become valuable as a State
Institution.

This portion of the hall was formerly occupied by the Gene-
ral Court of Maryland, and used as a hall of justice until 1804,
when that Court was abolished. It remained unoceupied from

*MeSherry, 318.
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that period until the year 1834, when it was fitted up and ap-
propriated to its present purpose.

At the terminafion of the public hall are two stairways—the
one on the right leads by a flight of stairs to the State Depart-
ment, directly over the germta Chamber. This room was occu-

ied, prior to the year 1838, by the Governor and Council.
The executive business is here transacted by the Governor,
Secretary of State, and Private Secretary. Several letters in
the hand-writing of General Washington, carefully preserved
and neatly framed, decorate the eastern wall. The room north
of the State Department, formerly occupied by the State Libra-
ry, is now the office of the Adjutant General. Opposite to the
door of the State Department, a gallery leads to the dome of
the building.

The stairway on the left of the public hall leads to the Court
of Appeals Chamber, and Clerk’s office connected therewith,
and also to the old Chancery office, which occupies the west
angle on the second floor. The court room and Clerk’s office
of the Court of Appeals, which are immediately over the House
of Delegates, have recently undergone thorongh repair—is ju-
diciously and tastefully fitted up—presenting a handsome ap-
pearance. In this room is suspended a large picture, present-
ing a full Tength likeness of General Washington, attended by
General Lafayette and Colonel Tilghman, his aid-de-camp—the
continental army passing in review. In his hand he holds the
articles of capitulation at Yorktown. This picture was painted
by Charles Wilson Peale, in pursuance of a resolution of the
General Assembly of Maryland.

In the rear of the building are two entrances ; the one on the
west leads to the committee rooms of the Ilouse of Delegates,
and the other to the committee rooms of the Senate. =

In a conspicuous place in the public hall is an old cannon—a
relic of antiquity. It was presented to the State of Maryland,
some years since, by Revd. Mr, Carbury, of St. Mary’s County,
and was taken from St. Mary’s river—supposed to have been
brought over by the first settlers. It is a great curiosity, being
very unlike the cannon of the present day.

The Treasurer’s Office.

Within the circle enclosing the State House, on the eastern
margin of the hill, stands the Treasurer’s office. This build-
ing is venerable as well as memorable, for having heen the



11

legislative hall of the Provincial Government. In the larger
room, the lower House, and in the smaller one, the upper House
of Assembly sat for many years. Such accommoga!.ioua con-
trast strikingly with those of the present day. I'rom the State
House and Episcopal Church circles, respectively, many of the
streets radiate and intersect each other at convenient points.
The plan is a peculiar and an agreeable one, when viewed from
some prominent point.

The Record Office.

This building was erected under an appropriation of the
General Assembly, at its session of 1858. 1t stands within the
enclosure, on the north-castern margin of the hill; is a very
substantial fire-proof building, well ealeulated for the purposes
contemplated—Dbuilt of the best materials—the workmanship
unsurpassed—and is 50 feet by 64. It is intended for the ac-
commodation of the Comptroller of the Treasury, Commissioner
of the Land Office, and keeper of the Chancery Records. A
room is also provided therein for the ancient Records and docu-
ments belonging to the State, The State fire engine and appa-
ratus are kept in the basement.

The Government House,

This mansion has recently undergone considerable repairs,
which adds much to its external appearance, and to its conve-
nience and comfort inside; it is now lighted throughout with
gas, Itissituatednear the east entrance of the Naval Academy.

The main building was erected by Edmund Jennings, Esq.,
and was purchased from him by Governor Eden, when he pre-
gided over the provinee of Maryland, and by whom were built
the wings and long room.

This edifice has a handsome court and garden, extending with
the exception of an intervening lot, to the water’s edge. From
the portico looking to the garden, a fine prespect meets the vis-
ion. The building consists of two stories, and presents an ex-
tensive front. There are, on the lower floor, a large room on
each gide of the hall, as you enter, and several smaller ones ;
the saloon on the same floor is nearly the length of the house.
On each side of the edifice are commodious kitchens, carriage
houses and stables, with spaciouslots. Towards the water, the
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building rises in the middle in a turreted shape. It stands
detached from other structures, and is altogether a delightful
and suitable mansion for the residence of the Chief Magistrate
of our State.

—

The Court House

Is quite & modern edifice, and stands on the south-west of the
church cirele. As you enter, there is a spacious hall, on each
side of which are two commodious offices. The one on the
right hand is oceupied by the Register of Wills, the other by the
Clerk of the Circuit Court. Immediately in the rear of the
Clerk’s office, is the Sheriff’s, and at the end of the hall is the
court room. This is a fine, spacious room, and well suited to
the purposes to which it is appropriated. On the second floor
are the jury rooms, Surveyor’s office, and rooms used by the
Commissioners of the County.

The front roof of the building, compared with the rear, ex-
hibits the appearance of wings. Tt is enclosed by a hrick wall,
surmounted by a neat wood railing,

The City Hall

Is situated on Church street. It is a neat edifice, and con-
tains a hall on the upper floor the whole length of the house,
and is the place of mectin% for the corporate authorities of the
city. Rising from the roof is a belfry, and under the hall the
fire engines and apparatus belonging to the city are kept. This
apartment is also used as the city watch house.

The City Hotel

Stands at the corner of Church and Conduit streets, and has
been in the occupancy of several individuals since its establish-
ment, as such, The old building, as it is termed, originally
belonged to and was oceupied by Mr. Lloyd Dulany, as his
residence. It is two stories high—the new building is three;
and a large huilding of two stories has been added, extending
back to the Duke of Gloucester street. The present worthy
and enterprising proprietors have added greatf;r to its appear-
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ance and comfort. This structure, with its appendages, covers
a large space of ground. It is an excellent establishment, and
in every respect well calculated for the ecomfortable accommo-
dation of travellers and others who make it a place of abode or
resort.

The Ball Room

Is on the Duke of Gloucester street, and is a spacious edifice.
The dancing room is large and of elegant construction,—and
when illuminated, shows to a great advantage. The eastern
wall was decorated, up to a few years gince, by a full length
likeness of Charles Lord Baltimore, which by authority was re-
moved to the Historical Society of the city which bears his
name. Portraits of several of the former Governors of Mary-
land still adorn the walls. At the lower extremity is the sup-
er room, which was formerly the revenue office of the prov-
ince. At the upper end is a card room. In this room Genl.
Washington attended many Balls. This building was used as
:(E)i“ legislative hall during the erection of the present State
ouse,

The Farmers’ Bank of Maryland

Is situate at the corner of West street, fronting the Episeopal
church circle. It consists of one story, and is of singular form
externally, though the interior, particularly the banking room,
is well ealculated for the purpose for which it is intended. Tt
may be trul_?' said of this institution, that it has ever been, and
still is, considered as sound and as safe as any other banking es-
tablishment in the country.

St. John'’s College

Now used as General Hospital, Division No. 2, SBurgeon, G, S.
Palmer, in charge, stands on an eminence at the termination of
Prince George’s street, and is a four-storied structure, including
the basement, and has recently undergone considerable improve-
ments. A more delightful situation was never appropriated
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than this for its purposes. It is situated on the banks of the
Severn, within the limits of the city, commanding, in every point
of view, the most interesting and beautiful objects. The adja-
cent country is open and healthy ; the contiguous grounds are
sufficiently extensive for the advantages of exercise and amuse-
ments ; and the fabric contains a variety of spacious and con-
venient apartments, recently erected for tﬁe accommodation of
the professors and students.

The peculiar advantages to youth in being educated at this
geminary, are numerous and evident. With respeet to health,
as far as a high and dry soil, with pure air, will contribute to
its preservation, or restore it when impaired, few Places can be

ut in competition with, and none can excel it. The sessions
of the General Assembly, and the meetings of the Court of Ap-
peals, and Circuit, are so obviously beneficial to those young
men who may be called to the public service, or enter into the
profession of the law, that no parent, especially a citizen of our
State, should hesitate a moment to send his gon, whom he de-
sires to become eminent in any of the professions, to a place
where hie is the most likely to acquire those qualifications
which will render him useful and distingnished as a statesman,
or affurd him the greatest chance of professional improvement.

The eollege ; reen, in the revolutionary war, was used as the
encampment of the French army, and also by the American
troops assembled in the war of 1812, Traces of these encamp-
ments still remain, and render it an object of touching interest.
Parts of it exhibit mounds raised to those who died in the ser-
vice ; and though ‘no storied urn” designates the spot where
the remains of any distinguished warriors repose—all being in-
diseriminately inhumed—yet the interest of their fate is undi-
minisehd by this circumstance, when we reflect that they died
in the same glorious cause.

On the grounds, east of the College, stands a large forest
poplar, the age of which is not known. It is highly probable
that it formed a part of the forest which was growing when
Annapolis was first settled, in 1649,  Several years since it was
accidently set on fire. The oceurrence excited as much inter-
est in, and exertion on the part of our citizens to extinguish it,
and save the old favorite tree from destruetion, asif it had been
one of the finest buildings of the city. It was truly pleasing to
see the interest elicited and the delight manifested by many
when the progress of the fire was arrested.
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The Naval Academy

Which has temporarily been converted into General Hospital,
Division No. 1, Sergeant B. A. Vanderkeif in charge, was
founded in the year 1845, under the administration of Jas. K.
Polk, President of the United States, Geo. Baneroft, Seeretary
of the Navy, It occupies an area of several acres, tastefully
laid off. Since its organization the General Government has
added much to its dimensions and appearance, by the purchase
of adjacent lots.

A substantial brick wall encloses in part the school ; the riv-
er Severn encloses the residue. On approaching this establish-
ment by water, your admiration is eﬁcited by a romantic and
picturesque landscape, ornamented by handsome mansions—
officers’ and midshipmen's quarters, hospital, library, observa-
tory, trees and shrubbery.

It is decidedly, in every respect, the most available location
in the Union for the site of such an academy,

Churches.

The following are the churches of the eity, and their locality,
&e. :

Eriscorar.—About two hundred yards west of the State
Mouse, and nearly opposite the Farmers' Bank.—Rev. James
Davenport.

Carnoric,—0On the Duke of Gloucester street.—Ilew. Father
Classens.

Mernomsr No. 1.—On the north side of the State House
cirele.— flev. E. D. (heen.

Mermonist No. 2.—For the present at the Temperance Hall.
—Rev. Hamillon MeNamar.

PrespyTERIAN.—On the Duke of Gloucester street.—Rev.
Isaac Patterson.

Arrican, (Mermopist.)—On West street, in the suburbs of
the city.—Rev. Tilghman Juackson.

Temperance Hall and Post Office,

The former is situated on the State IMouse circle, opposite

the new Record building ; the Hall is used by the Sons of Tem-
erance. The Post Office is immediately below, on the first
oor—Thomas Ireland, Postmaster.
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